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Tasks and Scope
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Computational Humor 

• Humor detection / generation
• Theoretical / practical aspects 
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Tell me which are funny, which are not -- and which get a giggle first 
time but are cold pancakes without honey to hear twice.

–Robert Heinlein, The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress
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Humor Detection
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Russian FUN Dataset [Blinov+, 2019]

• Funny part: VK.com & anekdot.ru
• Unfunny counterpart for each joke: top-ranked (BM25) non-

identical forum post
• KL divergence

• STIERLITZ: 0.50
• FUN: 0.18

FUN Gold
• 94% correct
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Transferability [Baranov+, 2023]
Model 16kOL PotD EnPuns ShJ ReJ Haha FL+HME Unfun.me NF COMB avg F1 TheO

16kOL 0.92 0.30 0.67 0.63 0.68 0.77 0.28 0.38 0.91 0.65 0.62 0.57

PotD 0.01 0.98 0.09 0.64 0.04 0.23 0.12 0.01 0.09 0.52 0.27 0.01

EnPuns 0.53 0.74 0.92 0.53 0.67 0.76 0.70 0.61 0.85 0.69 0.70 0.91

ShJ 0.73 0.72 0.62 0.93  0.57 0.82 0.37 0.28 0.92 0.78 0.67 0.38

ReJ 0.36 0.13 0.18 0.21 0.70 0.56 0.22 0.16 0.44 0.29 0.33 0.25

Haha 0.62 0.71 0.70 0.84 0.66 0.94 0.36 0.40 0.95 0.79 0.70 0.47

FL+HME 0.03 0.50 0.03 0.51 0.26 0.17 0.98 0.31 0.33 0.40 0.35 0.13

Uf.me 0.68 0.54 0.79 0.58 0.66 0.74 0.72 0.92 0.92 0.73 0.73 0.99

NF 0.67 0.68 0.85 0.65 0.67 0.76 0.72 0.61 1.00 0.75 0.74 1.00

COMB 0.64 0.97 0.54 0.85 0.65 0.93 0.57 0.97 0.96 0.92 0.80 0.99

chatGPT 0.77 0.85 0.78 0.85 0.67 0.91 0.42 0.56 0.70 0.82 0.73 0.59

FLAN 0.75 0.74 0.66 0.86 0.67 0.91 0.65 0.69 0.96 0.83 0.77 0.67
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Adversarial attack [Baranov+, 2023]

Original: Law catches flies, but let’s hornets go free.

hornets harness

Modified: Law catches flies, but let’s hairnets go free.

horowitzhairnets

10 candidates

Model
% of labels 

changed

16kOL 0.4

PotD 10.8

EnPuns 9.5

ShJ 3.5

ReJ 0.7

Haha 4.5

FL+HME 49.0

Unfun.me 2.3

NF 4.9

COMB 1.3
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External datasets [Baranov+, 2023]
The Old Curiosity Shop (1841) 

by Charles Dickens
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

(1865) by Lewis Carroll
Three Men in a Boat (1889) 

by Jerome K. Jerome

(1994–2004)(2010-2022) 11



Model COMB(ours)
FLAN NF Uf.me chatGPT

macro avg F1 0.8 0.77 0.74 0.73 0.73

Behavior on 
external data

Top 5 models

Images by Freepik 12



KoWit-24 [Baranov+,2025]
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Interpretation Results
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Generation & Evaluation

15



Puns

A pun is a form of wordplay in which one sign (e.g., a word or a phrase) 
suggests two or more meanings by exploiting polysemy, homonymy, or 
phonological similarity to another sign, for an intended humorous or 
rhetorical effect.

[Miller+, 2017]

• Most humor generation experiments deal with puns [Binsted & 
Ritchie, 1994]

• Approach: 1) devise templates, 2) generate jokes
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Can Detectors Improve Generation? [Luo+, 2019]
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Crowdsourced Evaluation [Braslavski+, 2018]

Highest variation native/no-native:

• Q: Why did 10 die?
• A: He was in the middle of 9/11

Highest variation in male/female:

• Q: What is the meaning of life?
• A: All evidence to date suggests it 

is chocolate.
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[Tikhonov & 
Shtykovskiy, 2024]

There Is Nothing More 
Practical Than a Good 
Theory 
– Kurt Lewin



Conversational jokes [Blinov+, 2017]
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Score Stimulus Response

3.00 Does evolution being a theory make it 
subjective?

There is no theory of evolution, just a list of 
creatures Chuck Norris allows to live.

2.67 Can you find oil by digging holes in your 
backyard?

Things to do today: 1.Dig a hole 2. Name it 
love 3. Watch people fall in it.

1.33 Why don't they put zippers on car 
doors?

Sick of doors that aren't trap doors.

0.67 What if you're just allergic to working 
hard?

You're not allergic to gluten.

0.33 What test do all mosquitoes pass? My internal monologue doesn't pass the 
Bechdel test. :(

Easier to generate?
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